entirely to the advancement of the great moral
issues of the day.

In annlyzing lis attitude, there were those who
thought they saw another bid for the presidency
on the prohibition issue. Others satisfied them-
selves that he had voluntarily divorced himsell
from his party assuming of course that the mere
suggestion of the adoption of the prohibition policy
would paralyze his fellow Democrats, However,
the public as yet has not been taken into his con-
fidence,

It is difficult, indeed, to reconcile his recent ut-
terances with the fact that he went to Washing-
ton shortly afterwards and was accorded more
attention than any visiting potentate has a right
to expect. Moreover, he attended the joint ses-
dfon of congress the other day and was the chlef
cheerleader when the president appeared upon
the scene. It all seems very strange to one who
lacks Imagination,

In the meantime, g0 we are Informed, he has
made arrangements to move from his old home
in Nebraska and establish a residence in a south-
ern state, We wonder whether he is seeking new
fields for political conquest, or whether the turbu-
lent old soul iz mellowing with age and 1s really
seeking some qulet retreat in a milder climate,
But wherever he goes, the personal well wishes of
nrillions of his countrymen will follow.

Women Come To The Rescue
HIE2 prospects are that the high cost of living
will shortly take a tumble. This for the rea-
gon that the housewives of the nation are up in
arms against the outrageous schedule of prices
current throughout the country. Those respon-
sible for the present state of affairs now find them-
selves face to face with effective oppogition, The
women are organizing on every hand; ther are
bound to take a determined stand before long,
ond this move on their part may yet prove to be
the country's real salvation. At first blush it
seems 1o be a very simple solution to a miost per-
plexing problem,

Women, after all, constituie the real purchas-
Ing power of the country, insofur as the necessi-
ties of life are concerned. While they do not of
themselves create the demand, they at least de
termine the extent of the demand, In the regula-
tiem of domestic affairs it falls to their lot to de-
termine upon the daily bill of fare and do the
marketing, The American housewife or average
clrecumstances was once fairly thrifty and made
o practice of driving sharp bargains, but of late
years she has developed extravagant tendancies.
The result has been that In her desire to keep
step with the procession she has contracted the
expensive habit of consldering luxuries as absolute
negessities, She not only buys the best of every-
thing in the market these days, but often insists
upon a useless varlety,

80 il is that the simple old-fashioned repasts
have disappenred. The same may pe suid of
clothing and household furnishings. We have
unwittingly educated our tustes untll our modern
modern mode of living has become the very es-
sence of extravagance, Our fallure to economize
in our every day purchases lias enhanced the de-
mand for a better quality and & greater quantity
than we can well afford, and this everincreasing
demand has enhanced the prices accordingly,

However, the housewife can save the situation
if she will. I she reveris to the old-faghioned
system of exercising rigid aconomy in the home
antd personally supervises her purchnses as was
the custom in the good old days ol market-baskete,
it will have a salutary effect upon the markets of
the country. Prices, after all, in the face of an
untimited demand, are to o large degree arbltrarily
fixed by the sellers, and a nation-wide boycoit
by the housewives ln the form of more careful and
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conservative purchasing will materially reduce
the cost of living on every hand,

The President's Message

HIE eommunication waa very brief, The presi-

dent confined his remarks for the most part to
n relteration of previous recommendations and a
digcusslon of the unfinished business before con-
gress,

The controversy between the rallroads and the
trainmen appears to be of the deepest coneern to
tha president. He devoted the major portion of
the message to a discus#ion of the intricacles of
the sitpation and evidenced a defermination to
push his legislative program as outlined last sum-
mer to full completion. It would appear that he
is fearful of future developments and s extremely
anxlous to place the government In the strongest
possible position to meet whatever emergency
may arise. Hence his inslstence upon “the in-
orense in the Interstate commerce commission’s
membership and fts facilities for performing fits
minifold duties, the provision for full investiga-
tion and assessment of industrial disputes, and the
grant to the executive of the power to control and
operate the raillways when necessary in time of
war or other like publle necessity.”

Of secondary concern in the message are three
megsures now pending before congress. The
president desires the passuge of the currupt prac-
tices act at thig particular time for the reason
that the “present methods of obtaining and apend-
fng campalgn funds stand clear under recent ob-
servation and the methods of expenditure can be
frankly studied in the light of present experience."
This statement suggests an ugly inference, nut we
quite agree with him that “action can be taken

-now with facts for guldance and without suspi-

clon of partisan purpose,”

He urges (he extension of “greater freedom
of combination to those engaged in promoting
forelgn commerce."” In support of the upbullding
of our export trade he desires that congress “clear
awny all legal obstacles and ereste a basis of un-
doubited law which will give freedom without per.
mitting unregulated Heense” 'This is a splendld
idea, but can it not be applled to our domestic
commerce ag well, Moreover, the president in-
Eists that it “must be done now, bhecause the op-
portunity Is here and may escape us i we hesl-
tate or delay.”

As to the pending act which proposes (o amend
the erganic law of Porto Rico, the executlve Inslsts
that “there is an uneasiness among the people of
the Island and even a susplelous doubt with regard
to our intentlons concerning them which the adop-
tion of the measure would happily remove*
Hence' the need for prompt action in this i‘eﬁpm:t.

The president concludes his specifie recom-
mendations by urging the final passage of the bill
providing for the promotion of vocatlonal and in-
dustrial educatiom on the grounds that it “concerns
a matter, too long neglected, ypon which the thor-
ough industrial preparation of the country for
the eritleal years of economic development imme-
diately ahead of us in a very large medasure de-
pends.”

Aelde from the uncertaln outlines of the pro-
posed arbitration poliey, the message Is clear and
conclse, and goes straight to the point.

““Red Streaks Of Honesty"

HROUGH n law passed al the last session of
the state legislature collection agencles in

this state are required to put up a bond of §5,000
as o gparantee to the people who place collections
with them, and to the publie, that they will con-
duct thelr husiness along legitimate lines and as o
profecetion to the people for whom they collect.
All right. The Merchant's Protective Agsoclation,
of which one Francis (. Luke {g the head, is a col-
iection agency that has operated here for a long

tiime and In the past has been the subject of more
or less newspaper discussion,

It fsn't so very long ago that a man for whom
it nccepted and made a collection was given a
check by Luke as his part of the collection as low
48 $10 and the check came back, Not only that,
but It came back & second time and the man fin-
ally got his money by leaving the check with an
official of the banking institution with which Luke
does business and that official took it out of the
first deposit Luke made after that, Considering
the fact that another man who waited a long time
without results for his part of the money Luke
had recelved on an account lie placed with him,
the holder of the check referred to, seems to have
been lucky,

Now, Mr. Francls G. Luke, considering the
methods you have employed here for years with
the unfortunate and the dishonest allke, it would
occur that sometimes those “red streaks of hon-
esty” fade to a certaln yellow,

The law compelling collection agencles to put
up & hond was passed in 1912 and went into ef-
fect we belleve In May of that year, when Mr,
Luke or his representative appeared on the spot
and put up & surety bond for the necessary
amount. He was given a certificate for a year and
all his advertising contained the information that
he was bonded to the state of Utah for $5.000,00,
and a picture of the certificate appeared on his
letterheads. At the time of the passing of the
law the signs polnted to Luke as inspiring it and
subsequently he and the Merchants Protective
Association were very busy in discovering every-
oneé who was conducting anything like a collee-
tion agency and reporting them to the state If they
wera not bonded,

His company secured a bond for the second
year after the law was passed, and when that
lapsed he or his representative arrived with a
bond containing several names as personal sure-
tles to the amount of the bond, $5,000.00, which
was not acceptable to the state which demands
double the amount of the bond from such sources
on account of the posasibility of something hap-
pening to any one of the sureties,

The matter was threshed helween the state
and Luke, the former refusing to accept the bond,
particularly in view of the time lapsing from the
expiration of the previous bond and the next one
wag filed, which was not covered by any bond
whatever, A complaint was filed, Luke's case was
taken under advisement and he was bound over to
the District court which has not made a decision
on the matter as yet.

In justice to such collection agencies as are
doing business on business lines it is time for the
public to know something of the details of the
Merchants' Protective Association, and the meth-
ods used by Luke, its head, in the conduct of
its affairs.

Ah! Fine
G('J\’ERN(}R WEST of Oregon has been given
a present by the Prohibitionists of that state
in recognition of his efforts in making the state
dry. And what do you think they gave him?
A loving cup, The papers of the coast are having
a lot of fun over it and well they may. The
Portland Speotator draws attention to the impor-
tant part the loving cup has played when men as-
semble to collide with John Barleycorn, but Town
Talk of San Franciseo takes the view that the lily
whites cannot see the fun In it because if they
had a sense of humor they wonlda't be Prohibi-
tionists,

In line with the example get by their Oregon
friends, it would be a nice thing for the Utah
Prohibs to send Governor-elect Bamberger a case
of 1904 Cliquot for Christmas, leaving it to him to
find something to drink it from. In that way they
could express their appreciation of what the De-
moeracy Is sald to have in store for them and at
the same time destroy more of the hated bubbles.




